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attributed to these figures are altogether marvellous;
it is said, for example, that the figure of a lion en-
graven on gold, while the sun is in Leo, preserves
those from the stone that carry this talisman about
them; and that that of a scorpion made under the sign
Scorpio, secures from the wounds of that animal.
For to give beauty and strength of body, they grave
the figure of Venus, on the first face of Libra,
Pisces, or Taurus: to purchase honours and digni-
ties easily, they grave the image of Jupiter, that is,
a man having the head of a ram, on silver, or on a
white stone; and he that carries this talisman
about him, will see (say they) surprising effects : to
be successful in merchandise and gaming, they re-
present Mercury on silver ; to be courageous and
victorious, they engrave the figure of Mars on the
first face of Scorpio; to procure the favour of kings,
they represent the sun in likeness of a king, sitting
on a throne, with a lion at his side, in very fine
gold, in the first face of Leo. In the number of
talismans are ranked the Palladium of Troy; the
Roman bucklers called ancilia; the fatal statues of
Constantinople, for the preservation of that city:
the statue of Memnon in Egypt, which moved and
gave oracles, as soon as the sun was risen: the
statue of the goddess Fortune, that Sejanus had,
which brought good luck to those that possessed it:
the brazen fly: Virgil's golden leech, which hindered
the flies from entering Naples, and destroyed all the
leeches of a well in that city : the figure of a stork,
which Apollonius set up in Constantinople, to drive
away these animals: the statue of a knight, which
served that city as a preservative against the plague :
the figure of a serpent in brass, which hindered all
serpents from entering into the same place; whence
it happened, that Mahomet, soon after the taking of
Constantinople, having broken the teeth of that ser-
pent, a prodigious number of serpents came upon